
YEAR 1 SCIENCE CURRICULUM 

 

measure, observe, compare, measurement, growth, trowel, 
temperature, bend, squash, twist, stretch, absorb 

Exposure words 
draw, label, change, same, table, record, tally, pipette, size, predict, similar, 
different, sort, group, identify, pattern, height, number, amount, hand lens, 
ruler, counting cubes, centimetres, meters, suitable, unsuitable, match, test, 
scientific enquiry, comparative test, research, pattern seeking 

 

1 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 

Human Body Seasonal Changes Materials Planting Seasonal Changes 
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Can we identify and name parts 
of the human body? 

Can we label parts of the human 
body? 

Can we investigate sigh? 
Can we investigate sound? 
Can we investigate taste? 
Can we investigate touch? 
Can we investigate smell? 

Can I recognise changes in 
Autumn? 

Can I recognise changes in 
Winter? 

Can I explore different 
materials? 

What is melting and 
freezing? 

What objects sink and float? 
Which materials absorb 

water? 
 

What equipment do we need 
to plant seeds? 

 

Can I recognise 
changes in Spring? 

 

Sk
ill

s 

Asking simple questions 
Using their observations and 
ideas to suggest answers to 

questions 
Performing simple tests 

Asking simple questions 
Gathering and recording 

data 

Identifying and classifying 
Observing closely, using 

simple equipment 
Performing simple tests 
Gathering and recording 

data 

Asking simple questions 
Observing closely 

Using simple equipment 
 

Asking simple 
questions 

Gathering and 
recording data 

V
o
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b

u
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ry
 

hair, eyes, face, nose, ears, teeth, 
mouth, head, neck, arm, elbow, 

hand, leg, knee, foot 
light, dark, blind, hear, loud, 

quiet, noisy, sweet, salty, sour, 
bitter, savoury, skin, rough, 

smooth, hard, soft, smell, scent, 
sniff, stench 

autumn, daylight, night, 
weather, season, rainfall, 

weather, rain gauge, winter, 
rainy, snowy, windy, cloudy, 

frosty, sunny, spring, summer 

material, shiny, dull, rock, 
heavy, light, object, wood, 
metal, plastic, glass, wool, 

solid, liquid, melt, freeze, ice, 
float, sink, absorb, 

transparent, opaque 

plant, flower, leaf, petals, 
stem, roots, branch, trunk, 

roots, wildflower, daisy, 
garden plant, sunflower, 

nettle, buttercup, dandelion, 
deciduous tree, horse 

chestnut, oak, sycamore, 
evergreen tree, pine, holly, 
needles, seed, soil, growth 

autumn, daylight, 
night, weather, 
season, rainfall, 

weather, rain 
gauge, winter, 
rainy, snowy, 

windy, cloudy, 
frosty, sunny, 

spring, summer 
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Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Animals Plants Seasonal Changes 
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What is a mammal? 
Can I compare and group animals? 

What are carnivores? 
What are herbivores? 

What are the parts of a plant? 
What are parts of a tree? 

What is the difference between wildflowers and 
garden flowers? 

What are deciduous trees? 
What are evergreen trees? 

What trees are in my local area? 

Can I recognise changes in Summer? 

Sk
ill

s 

Asking simple questions 
Gathering and recording data 

Identifying and classifying 
Using their observations and ideas to suggest 

answers to questions 

Identifying and classifying 
Observing closely, using simple equipment. 

Gathering and recording data 
Using their observations and ideas to suggest 

answers to questions. 

Asking simple questions 
Gathering and recording data 

V
o

ca
b

u
la

ry
 animal, mammal, fur, wild mammal, pet, bird, 

wings, beak, feathers, webbed feet, flippers, 
tail, fins, scales, gills, amphibian, frog, toad, 

newt, reptile, lizard, crocodile, turtle, 
carnivore, sharp teeth, herbivore, plants, 

vegetable, fruit, omnivore 

plant, flower, leaf, petals, stem, roots, branch, 
trunk, roots, wildflower, daisy, garden plant, 

sunflower, nettle, buttercup, dandelion, 
deciduous tree, horse chestnut, oak, sycamore, 
evergreen tree, pine, holly, needles, seed, soil, 

growth 

autumn, daylight, night, weather, season, 
rainfall, weather, rain gauge, winter, rainy, 
snowy, windy, cloudy, frosty, sunny, spring, 

summer 

   

 


